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Creation under pressure:  

The latest EY-France Créative study highlights the growth and weight 

of cultural and creative industries 
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Paris, November 27th, 2015 

France Créative and EY have released the 2nd Economic overview of Culture and Creation in 

France. 

This overview underlines the contribution of cultural and creative industries to economic 

growth and job creation in France. 

The ten sectors analysed by EY (Visual arts, Music, Performing arts, Film, TV, Radio, Gaming, 

Books, Newspapers and Magazines, Advertising) represented 83.6 billion euros of revenue and 

1.3 million jobs in 2013. 

 

A driving force of the French economy 

According to Marc Lhermitte, EY partner and author of the study, “Cultural and creative 

industries remain an undeniable driving force of the French economy. Our creators, producers, 

technicians, and entrepreneurs benefit from an international influence and are, as such, 

ambassadors of the attractiveness of France”. 

Since the first study published in October 2013 and despite the crisis affecting some activities, 

the revenues of the ten sectors studied increased by 1.2%, a rate superior to the rest of the 

French economy (+0.9% on the same period). This trend can be illustrated by, for instance, the 

vitality of festivals, cultural tourism or “Made in France” design. 

With 1.3 million jobs, creative and cultural industries represent more than twice the number of 

jobs provided by the automotive industry and eight times those of chemical industries. 

http://www.ey.com/FR/ICC
http://www.francecreative.fr/
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The report underlines that Visual arts, Music and Performing arts are the three main 

employers of the cultural and creative economy, totalizing 64% of the jobs provided by this 

sector. In total, 982 different professions – most of which cannot be relocated – were 

accounted for: 52% of them in creation, 28% in distribution and 20% in production. 

Crucial to the French influence in the world, cultural and creative industries are both powerful 

exporters (2.7 billion euros in 2013), vectors of urban renewal and tourism, and contribute to 

the attractiveness of French territories. The overview presents 18 study cases of projects that 

reshaped the cultural and economic geography of France. 

 

A changing economy 

Digital offers, which are skyrocketing, are far from compensating the revenue loss from 

traditional circuits. For instance, the increase in digital sales and revenues (e-books, streaming, 

direct download, online advertisement revenues, VoD) is estimated at + 214 million euros 

between 2011 and 2013 – not enough to balance the loss of 716 million euros in the music, 

newspaper and book industries due to the drop in sales of CDs, DVDs, paper books, magazines 

and newspapers. 

Besides, the decline in public support, marked by a continuous decrease of the contribution of 

the state to cultural industries between 2010 and 2013 (by 1.6% yearly), can question the 

place for culture as a driver of attractiveness of territories. 

Finally, the study highlights a major issue: the allocation of value between traditional 

stakeholders, producers of creative content and digital media. 

France Créative points out that “Culture and creation are a great opportunity for our country, 

for all countries. This study illustrates the necessity to support our sectors to confirm and 

develop their social and economic potential.” 

Download the full study at www.francecreative.fr and at www.ey.com/FR/ICC  

 

 

 

 

http://www.francecreative.fr/
http://www.ey.com/FR/ICC
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France Créative gathers members of the creative and cultural sectors. It commissioned EY to deliver the first and second 
overview of the economy of culture and creation in France that were published in November 2013 and in October 2015. Its 
members are  AACC (Association des Agences-Conseils en Communication), ADAGP (Société des auteurs dans les arts 
graphiques et plastiques), Adami (Société civile pour l'administration des droits des artistes et musiciens interprètes), Audiens,  the 
Association de la Presse d’Information Politique et Générale (Association IPG), CNC (Centre National du Cinéma et de l’Image 
animée), CSDEM (Chambre syndicale de l’Edition Musicale), ESML (Association des éditeurs de services de musique en ligne), la 
Fnac , Pictanovo (Communauté de l’Image en Nord-Pas de Calais), the Pôle Numérique et culturel Euralens, Prodiss (Syndicat 
national des producteurs, diffuseurs et salles de spectacles), Sacem (Société des auteurs, compositeurs et éditeurs de musique), 
SAIF (Société des Auteurs des arts visuels et de l’Image Fixe), Scam (Société Civile des Auteurs Multimédia), SNE (Syndicat 
national de l’édition), SNJV (Syndicat National du Jeu Vidéo), SPCS (Syndicat de la Presse Culturelle et Scientifique), SPQN 
(Syndicat de la Presse Quotidienne Nationale) and SRF (Société des Réalisateurs de Films).  

EY | Assurance | Tax | Transactions | Advisory  
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trust and confidence in the capital markets and in economies the world over. 
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Contact EY :  
Bonnie OLIVIER  +33 (0)1 46 93 48 92 
bonnie.olivier@fr.ey.com 
 

 
Contact France Créative :  
Yohan BEAUX  +33 (0)1 47 15 46 81  
Yohan.beaux@sacem.fr  
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